Changes in the weight of the thymus after birth and in pregnancy in mice.
The changes in the weight of thymus with age (days after birth) and effects of pregnancy on the weight of thymus were examined using mice. The weight of thymus increased after birth, and reached the maximum (107.5 mg) at the age of 40 days. It started to decrease, and became 48.9 mg at the age of 100 days. Thus, age-related involution of the thymus in the female mice had started 50 days after birth. The weight of thymus was markedly reduced by pregnancy. The weight of thymus at the age of 60 days was 74.8 mg in the intact mice and 19.7 mg in the pregnant mice. Pregnancy greatly affects the weight of the thymus.